Pain paper 2b: classification of orofacial pain and an update on assessment and diagnosis.
The classification of chronic orofacial pain remains a contentious area. However, more recently, with the clarification of pain mechanisms and improved understanding of the underlying neurophysiology and modulation factors, there is more clarity of the possible division of pain conditions. Interestingly, the pathophysiology provides a basis for classification that has more clinical relevance. The principles of assessing and managing patients with pain have modified significantly, in line with recent improved understanding of the affective and emotional components in pain behaviour and suffering. Clinical Relevance: This paper aims to provide the dental and medical teams with a review of the classification of trigeminal pain with an overview of how to assess and diagnose patients with trigeminal pain.